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INTRODUCTION. 

of t3Te, the same headings and marginal notes, and even 
the punctuation, which is correct, though deviating in 
some respects from the present mode, and which brings 
out the latinizing style of that period, with its inter- 
twining of sentences by the frequent use of relative 
conjunctions. I have only removed some inconsis- 
tencies, added the quotation commas, used F instead of 
if, and employed small capitals, instead of italics, in proper 
names. I have also added the references in maroinal 
notes (in brackets) and footnotes. 
Twice in the earlier English (and no other) literature, 
was an attempt made to put together the lives of 
female Saints : by ]3okcnham in verse, and in the present 
collection--a peculiar instance of the veneration which 
the weaker part of mankind, especially in its godlike 
members, enjoys in this island. But if B,kenham's 
collectioa is limited to some (23) of the most common 
Saints, the present collection takes a far wider range. 
It consists of two equal parts: (1) 'The lives of the 
women Saints of our contrie of England,' (2) ' Some 
other lives of hollo women w-itten by some of the 
auncient Fathers.' The first part is [,receded by a long 
introduction, 'Some Notes bcf,,re the liues,' on the 
questions why G-d has provided Saints, and why the 
,_amts of Scotland and Ireland are numbered amongst 
the Saints of England in this collection and then treat- 
ing of virginity by extracts from St. C3Trian and Ierome, 
and giving some specimens of true widowhood in St. 
Icrome's time (Marcella and Paula) and from the Bible 
(Iudith and Anna prophetissa). 
I give here the list of the English female Saints of 
the 1st part. in the orler of the MS., adding their 
anniversary, the date gdvcn to them by the author, and 
his source : 



WII" GOD H kT PROUIDED SAINTES.] 
naturall imbecillitie with force of faith, when themselues 
are yet o feeble and fainto in the same faith. ] By such 
greate lightes in moste ages, or at leaste by their memorable 
4 acts and liues mercifullie conserued in moste contries, hath 
god vsed grciouslie to open the eyes and awake the 
drousines of his slacke people, to checke their coldenes,to 
admonish their dull desires, that when they shall see or 
 reade how camells haue putt of their greate bunches, and 
passed throughe the n.edles eye of Christs narrow way, 
that is Princes and Potentates of the worlde haue contemned 
so greate riches and honours for Christs loue and imita- 
12 tion, and when they shall beholde fraile omen to haue 
taken vp so weightie and grcate Crosses, and to hauo 
carried them so cheerftfllie albeit deyntilie bredd and 
brought vp, and inuited by the world to excellent aduance- 
16 ments glorie and delightes; yet neglecting them all to 
follow Christ ; how many may be confounded thai for 
onelie mammocks nd scrappes in comparison, eglect to 
serue god or forgoe his seruice  How many men may 
20 blush at their more than womannish weaknes, that can 
scarce beare any Crosse or verie smll ones, when tender 
ladies haue taken such strength ad courage throughe loue 
of their lord, to carrie so mightie burdens ] Who may no 
24 be ashamed at the name of a man, that can not come nighe, 
or at lemst dare not endeuour to contend in strength and 
lbour with a weake woman  hat inferiour person can 
thinke they leaue or bestow much on Christ, when sondrie 
28 Princes and greate states haue voluntarilie forsaken all their 
substance and power for Christ Iesus] Vhat greate 
matter to be abased nd putt vnder foote, when supreme 
commanders of lealmes subject themselues and be 
32 obedient to their farre inferiour for their Sauiours sake, as 
sondrie kings and queenes b,ue donne in this land, before 
the Conquest ? Nay what indignitie is it, baser persons to 
be proude of these worldlie things, and so greedilie to 
6 hunger after them, so excellent rersonages glorying to 
B2 
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SOME NOTES BEFORE TIlE LIUES : 

sex by grace: And whereas by kinde they were more 
vnlike to attempt so heroicall workes, so much the more 
glorious is it, so many to haue performed them. But 
gods grace maketh litle difference of sexe: wherefore 4 
I may wish with S': HFatOM, commending the like vertue 
of Ladies of lome in his dayes, PAVL^, EUSTOCHIUI, and 
]3LrStLLA, the religious mother, and two daughters, one a 
virgin, the last a wife, saying ; I would to god men would 8 
mltate the laudable Hues of women, and tibet wrinkled olde 
age, would bestow wlat youth hath voluntaril& offered vnto 
god: ] By theze now may we playnlie see 
the power of Christian vertue, the might of grace, the 12 
force of faith, when the weakest portions of nature by 
them are so inabled, to strong if not strange enterprises : 
that hence the sleuth and pride of the perfecter sex may 
be more confounded, being so outgone by their inferiors, 16 
and the weaker also may be more emboldened snd com- 
forted in Christ, seeing their infirmitie made so potent by 
him, aboue sonda.ie by nature superiour: and that hence, 
ll mty humble themselues to him, who by the least can 20 
ouercome the greater, and abase the mightiest far vnder 
the weakest. / Embrace we their examples, sorrow we at 
our faTe distance, and sJghe we in parte after their resem- 
blmce. Their feruour inflame vs, their constancie confirme 2  
vs, their perseuerance crowne vs, which their suffrage 
obtayne vs. ] 

and Irish 
Eaints. 
laaaa  a 
laer ,d I 

2 Why the Saintes of Scotland and lreland, are numbered 
heerafter amongst tle Saintes of Egland. / 28 

lone may meruaile, why in the lyues following both 
saintes of Scotland and Ireland are numbered zmongst 
English saintes: For first Scotland is part of this lle, and 
in-deede in the time of the Saxons, the cheefe or best part 32 
thereof belonged to the kings of Northutuberland. And 
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[SOME NOTES BEFOIIE TIlE LIUES; 
finenesse of the bodie or attire, is the fouling, and defiling 
of the soule': she taught them f, rther, that a foule or 
wanton worde, might neuer issue out of a virgins mouth, 
for that by such signes, a leacherous mynde is discouered ; 
and by the exteriour shape, the inward man is shewed. 
any were too talkatiue, and delighted to braule or quarrell 
with her fellowes; if being admonished againe and againe, 
.he would not amend, she putt her last and behinde all the 8 
rest, and made her pray without the dore of the Oratorie, 
neither let her feede with others, but apart to eate by her- 
self, that whome chyding would not helle, shame and con- 
fusion might. She was meru,lous carefnll and officious 12 
aboute her sicke sisters, pr, miding plentifullie what.oeuer 
they needed ; moreouer would make them eate flesh, but to 
her self being sicke, .he was still rigorous, hardlie admitting 
a litle wine, with her water-meates.' 16 

El,: I : ca: 5. 

A lrl'e 
wddow -" 

11. Of the excellencle of true wbldou'ed and of true wblowes 
conuersat om 

Saiut 1)AULE to holie T[MOTHIE Bishop of EPHESUS 
writing, willeth him to honour those that be true widowes, 20 
of whome after he addeth this comfortable speeche. 
that is a true wlddow and desolate let her trust i God, and 
persist it prayer and obsecrations to Idm, day and dghte. 
On this place S: CIla-soswoi. writeth thus; 5'he that 24 
u'hollle casteth of, secular llfe, and dooth persist in widdowed 
is a true widdow, u'ho trusteth in God as is wete, and day 
and ight is earnestlie attending on prayer and calling vpon 
Cod : And somewhat before he sayeth ; Bicause to be 28 
v'ithoute a husband is counted a relrroch.full thing to mny, 
therefore is the lishop willed by the Apostle, to 'euerence 
and honour her the nore, as also .for her wertldnesse, that is 
f,w deseruing praise for her chastitie, by accom[anying it 32 
with sondrie other vertues : as by lyuing  ithoute quan'ells 
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TIIE LIFE OF 
ewes seeing Christianitie, to wax daylie so in credit aboue 
humane expectation, that of them many conuerted vnto 
Christ, the rest disdayning thereat, vsing diuerse con- 
tumelies and iniuries to their fellowes that had forsaken 
them, and presumptuouslie preferring their owne blyndnes 
before Cln'istian light, solicited the Emlerour 
and his mother from their faith, offerring to proue vnto 
them, by disputing the matter with the doctors of Christ- 8 
ianitie that they were deluded. Thereuppon ]ELLENA with 
her sonne, willed them to come to IOE, the learnedest of 
them, where with SILUESTER, and other Bishops they might 
discusse the cause: They came they contended, and both 12 
by scriptures and miracles they were confounded, putt to 
silence, and by publicke Edict forbidd to iniurie any wayes 
their fellow tIebrues conuerted, vnder paine of death 
Afterward the holie Queene to giue god thanks, for his 16 
greate benefits bestowed on her self, her sonne, and his 
glorious children, that were now Cesars, and to obtaine his 
perpetuall grace and fauour towards them, throughe 
singular deuotion, albeit verie olde, yet as speedilie as ff 20 
she had beene verie yog, she went vnto the holie land : 
Where after that she had visited all places of relious 
fame and note verie curiouslie, and had ftfllfilled that saying 
of holie Dauid, We u'il! adore in tle place, wre li feete stood, 24 
according as she had beene by dinine vision and reuelation 
instructed, she seeketh out the holie Crosse of Ca-ist, 
which by aduise and counsell taken with the moste learned 
and vertuous Christians and the moste ski]lfull of lEWES 8 
IBBI.ES, she learnt to be neere the place, where our 
Lord was buried : for that it was an auncient vse, to. 
burie the instruments of malefactors executed neere where 
the parties therewith punished were buried. Digging 32 
therefore aboute the Sepulcher, by helpe of her souldiors 
and the Cittisens, at last they fouude three Crosses, and 
three or foure nailes : but yet vncertaine w//ch was the 
wholsome Crosse, and which the theeues: God that had 36 



S . IIELENE EMPIIESSE. 
poore and needle, to the distressed and desolate persons, 
litie toward 
can not be numbered. For to some she gaue greate store tle 
and miser- 
of monnye, to others apparrell in greste plentie : some she able persons 
4 sett out of prison and fetters  others she let free from 
their miserable moyling and digging in the mines: many 
oppressed by fraude, and iniuried she deliuered ; and many 
that were exiled, graciouslie she vouchsafed to call home, 
8 to their beloued contrie. And Rllthoughe she ws thus 
noblie beneficiall to men, neuerthelesse was she studious 
of religious pietie towards god: For what Church soeuer 
l,mtie to 
she entred into, albeit in litle townes, she em.iched it with ole 
Churches. 
12 braue furnitures, or with other liberalitie she proued to 
them her benignitie. either did she omitt to conuerse 
often with the common sort and multitude, to the end that 
by all sorte of vertuous offices and godlie duties of life, 
16 she might make knowne her true deuotion, and worship 
towards god. In this iournie and pilgrimage did our 
holie ttELENE, leaue a noble monument of her pietie at Her taunt- 
flcence tO- 
I)REPANUM in BITHINIA, for her religion to S*. LUCIAN there wad s t. 
Lmian 
20 latelie martyred, whose body being afterward cast into the 
sea, delphins did on their backes, bring it to the shore: 
the fresh fame of which miracle, nd the martyr then 
sounding all-aboute, she much deuoted towards holie 
24 ma.rtyrs, vnderstanding his bodie to be but baselie buried, 
built him a moste sumptuous Church, and moreouer in- 
larged the towne, and made it a Cittie ; fencing it with 
strong walls, and calling the inhabitants thereaboute to 
28 come and dwell there : Whereuppon it tooke a new name, 
and was thenceforth called tIELE.OPOLm. And that which 
fardered much her princelie mynde and munificent pietie, 
her sonue COSTA|NE gaue her leaue, to vse his treastre 
32 as she thought good, and to dispense it to her good lyking, 
thereby to make her more renowned and admirable. When 
she was come backe to :Ro.., the part of the holle Crosse 
which she brought with her from ]:[IERUSALEM, with the 
36 title of the same Crosse whereon was written by PSAW.; 
V2 
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AND HER ELEUEN TIIOUSAND VIRGI.N'So 37 

BRITTA,IE, and began to setle themselues there, and to 
erect a kingdome. Hereupon the poore Brittns re- 
mayning at home, becomming who]lie destitute of all ayd 
4 against those P[cTs aduersaries, they were enforced to 
hire the A.OLES and SAxons barbarous people also to come 
and defend them and their contrie. As these matters were 
thus in doing or not long before, Coxxcs that was by 
8 the captuine of the legion made cheefe or gouernour of 
that new kingdome of French IRITTANYE, sendeth Embas- 
sadors into grete ]TA vnto Dmo, ling, 
requesting him to grante him his da-ughter t?'RSULA to 
12 wife and fellow in his kingdome, and to the rest of his 
souldiors, other virgins in mariage: for it was thought 
that ths new kingdome would not be stable and firme for 
long continuance, vnlesse they had wiues of their owne 
16 nation./ DmNoH. s yet liuing was a man of greate 
name and anthoritie, and from his infancie a christian, as 
the other D".Ts were. His daughter VVL was like- 
wise a seruant of Christ, and beside so affected vnto 
0 chastitie and the loue of virginitie, that to these marisges, 
albeit with  king, she was rather haled perforce than 
voluntarilie aenting. ow were the Englishe nation 
that had beene called hither for defence of the contrie, so 
24 delighted with the ferti]itie of the land, that breaking 
their league and friendship with the BTTs vnder 
pretence of defa]te of their stipends and pension not payed, 
and ioyning handes with the lcTs, with vnited forces, 
28 they runne, as ]F.DE aflilneth, on pubike and priuate 
buildings, ruining all: The priestes were slaine euerie- 
where at the Altar, the bishops with their leop]e were 
hewed in peeces, and burnt withoute all distinction or 
2 respect of their dignitie and honour, neither was there 
any to be founde that would burie them so cruellie 
murdered. The ]TTAS being pressed with this slaughter, 
and witball preparing the dispatch and sending away f 
36 this new Sleuse , greate multitudes as wcll of Ecclesi- 

Vrsula wit]a 
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god, where after that they had liued in prayer and fasting 
three moneths, they were founde. For as soone as her 
father vnderstood of her departure, he rent his garments 
4 for sorrow, and when he had sought her euerie-where in 
Ireland and could not fynde her, he tooke shippe and came 
to AI'wEBP, where staying he sent messengers euerie way 
to harken after her : of which some comming to 
8 and lodging there, when they came to pay for their charges, 
and offered their contrie mon]e, the hoste thinking no 
harme, sayd he had of their coyne, but could not tell the 
value thereof. Whereupon the guests demanding of him 
12 where he had that monie, he sayd 'of a certaine Virgin a 
stranger that dwelt thereby in the desert, who still sent 
that kinde of coine, to buye her self and those with her 
vh.tnals.' Vpon these speeches the messengers conceiucd 
16 greate hope of their purpose, and being brought to the 
place, they perceyued it was she. Then posted they to the 
father at -'TWEI2P ; who ioyfulHe hearing that tydings, 
forthwith came with his retinue to the place, where fynding 
20 her, but her colour empayred with fasting, he burning 
notwithstanding with lust towards her, first assalted her 
with faire wordes, saying. 'O myne owne and onel;e 
daughter DPS, my loue, my desire and ioye, what neede 
2 vrged thee to despise thy roiall dignitie and natiue soile, 
to forgett naturall loue, and to forsake thy father to adhere 
to this decrepit olde priest, as his daughter, and to obey 
his owre precepts with all alacritie  Why contemnest thou 
28 the kings Couxte, being the onelie he;re to the Crowne of 
Ireland] Follow my counsell, and retourne with me; if 
thou wilt assent onto me, I will sett on thy head the 
kinglie diademe, and exalte thee aboue all Princes of my 
32 realme; nay more I will builde thee a Temple of white 
marble, and an Inage of fine golde will I erect therein to 
thine honour, which shall be wrought moste curiouslie, and 
glitter wih precious stones of inestimable price; so that 
36 thou shalt be adored as a goddesse of all men.' 'hen the 
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Gre]ern 
iuart. I'CLL 

TIIE LIFE OF 

virgin would haue answered him hereto, GEIIEBERN lre - 
vented her, reproving the king verie sharplie, calling him 
a moste abhominable and horrible man, that would seeke to 
defile his owne daughter, whereas the moste impure whoore- 4 
maisters that were, detested that wickednes. The holio 
man also admonished the virgin, never to yield to the king 
in that villanie, leste she incurred the eternall kings dis- 
pleasure, whose sweetnes she had allreadie begunne to 8 
taste. The king and his nobles about him being highlie 
offended at that admonition of GEREBERI, cried out that 
he was worthie of death, and removing him from the 
Virgins companie, they missused him with sundrie des- 12 
pites, and in conclusion with violent hands slew him : and 
thus the glorious martyr gayned the crowno of blisse 
lrepared for gods ftithfull witnesses. Then the king 
vgaine retourning to the virgin, urged her afresh to yield 16 
to his desire, saying, ' O my dughter why sufferest thou 
thy father to be so plunged in sorrowes  Why doost thou 
not pittie him  why despisest thou him that loueth thee: 
harken unto me and thou shalt want nothing ; nay thy 20 
name shall be renowned in all my kingdome amongst the 
sacred goddesses.' Then the zealous virgin of god aswered 
with indignation, saying. ' Vnhappie tyrant, why seekest 
thou by deceitfull lromises to putte me from my purpose 2 
of chastitie  Thinkest thou wretch that I will euer for- 
sake my vowe, and offend my onelie lover Christ by 
polluting my bodie I despise all thy roiall delightes 
from my hart, and for the promises of my Lord ESUS, 28 
which surpasse all desire, I wish and long for them witl 
all my affections : and to be accounted a goddesse I vtterlie 
refuse, and to haue an Ima.ge erected unto me, I make no 
reckoning: wherefore henceforth use no such speeches to 32 
me.' The king raging at these wordes and full of con- 
cupiscence, furioulie sayd unto her. ' See thou prouoke vs 
no farther, thou malicious queane, and presentlie fullfill 
our eommandement and sacrifice unto our gods, or els 36 
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THE LIFE OF IIOLIE DYMPNA. 

thither, and spying their oportunitie in waggons pre- 
pared, they stale away the coffins and reliques. But hen 
the dwellers of Gm:LE vnderstood the matter, with all 
speede they poste after them, who being much terrified 4 
with the noise of the multitudine pursuing them, they 
brake one of the Coffins, and tooke vith them the eliques, 
and the other which was of the virgin D.IPIA, they left 
in the way behinde them : They escaping safe to their towne 8 
SAN'rEN with (_I-EREBERNS reliques, the reople thereof re- 
ceiued them with honourable deuotion of hymnes and 
lightes. The men of GItELE fynding the wholle coffine, 
would haue carried it backe ; but they could not mooue the 12 
bodie out of the place, as thoughe it had bene rooted within 
the earth : They then not knowing what to doe, one night 
a certaine olde woman, was admonished in her sleepe to 
take a yong calfe that she had in her stable, to fasten it to 16 
her litle cart or drey, and then to goo where the holie 
Coffine was, and so carrie it backe whence it wa brought 
which others could not, their sinnes letting them to accom- 
plish that worke. The morrow therefore she did as she 20 
was bidden, and comming to the place to carrie the holie 
burden in that manner, and praying the men that kept the 
bodie, to help place the Coffine in her cart, they scorned 
her, deeming her half madd, and some rejected her. After 24 
much impertunitie they being content to trie, when they 
putt their hands to lift it into that cart, it resisted not, 
but verie lightly yielded, and was with greate ease placed 
therein, and with exceeding ioy so carried backe to their 28 
Churche: where by her merits, innumerable miracles are 
daylie wrought. Afterward the best of the Inhabitants 
there, placed the holie corpes in a chest of golde and siluer, 
richlie sett with precious stones. Wherefore the Bishop 32 
of CAnaY, coming thither with a g-reate companie of the 
common people, he translated the bodie out of the former 
tombe of stone, into this new one made of golde, siluer, 
and precious stones: And opening the coffine, the bishop 36 
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THE LIFE OF S  ETHELDRED. 

she was buried, there was onelie now remayning and to be 
scene, a verie fine signe and small marke of the searre or 
wound healed.' Ioreouer all the lynnen clothes, wherein 
the bodie was wrapt, appeared intire, incorrupt, and so new, 4 
as thoughe that verie daye, they had beene putt aboute her 
chaste bodie. They report larder, that when she was 
afflicted with that swelling, and with paine of her cheeke 
and necke, she did much delight in that kinde of in- 8 
firmitie, and vsed to say : ' I know well that I am deseruedlie 
vexed with this payne of my necke, for that (I remember) 
being a yong wench, I wore thereon superfluous weightes, 
of iewells and tablets. And I beleeue that they for  the 1:2 
supernall pietie of god, would haue me grieued in my 
necke, that thereby I may be absolued from the falte of 
superfluous leuitie, whiles now I endure in my neeke rednes 
and burning of swelling, for my golde and precious stones, 16 
then and after worne thereon.' By the touching of 
those clothes of hers, were diuells expelled from possessed 
bodies, and diuerse infirmities were cured likewe. Againe 
the coffine wherein she first lay, hath (as is related) cured 20 
some of their sore eyes. For putting their heads to it, 
and praying withall, they haue some beene deliuered of 
their paine, others of their dymnese of sight. Taking vp 
therefore the bodie, and putting new garments on it, they 2t 
brought it into the Churche, they placed it in the new 
stone coffine, founde as was sayd before, where it is at this 
day in greate veneration and honour: And it was a 
meruaile to see, how fitte that cofflne of white marble was 2 
for her, as if it had beene framed of purpose for her, and 
the place curt for the head seuerallie was made so iust for 
her  head as could be deuised. This Elie was belonging to 
the prouince or territorie of the East Angles of whome 32 
she was by birth : wherefore this seruant of Christ desirel 
to haue her monasterie there, within her natiue contrie.' 
']s far 8 t. Bede. 
The Cta|ogue of English saintes, hath this more not to 36 
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TIIE LIFE OF S HILDELITIIA. 
heere, that in his kingdome where he reigneth in gl,,l'ie, 
they might enioye him more highlie, gloriouslie and 
richlie. / 

Barking 
Abb!e the 
trcsurie of 
aiJltcs. 

TIe llfe of Hildelitha Virgin mut second Abbesse of 
JBarklng ; aboute tIe yeare : 676 : 

J|tt'lYt'ill. many histories of the r.oble actes of English 
saintes, were burnt in the Danish incm'sions, they settg 
fire on aH ks they could meete with, and whereas the 8 
belie bishops DVNSTNE, ETHELWOLDE, and ELeHEGVS, haue 
uen singular testimonie of ts virgi holynes, declaring 
her eate wortnes and venerable renowne, albeit her 
paicular acres and memorable recordes did erish with 12 
many others, yet their generaH commendation and reu 
rend memorie of her, may giue eate coecture of her 
notable life and rare vertues, such wise and perfect men 
not easflie ngtermes or names, but according to the iust 16 
value and qualities of the tngs named or commended. She 
succeeded next in the regiment of the onnerie of Barng 
to belie EHELnVRGE, the st foundresse thereof, after 
whome also she is accounted second in holines. Three 20 
blynde women on a time came to ts monasterie, to be- 
eeche the helpe and tronage of three helle vns there 
deceased, and famous for holines, to weete, ETHELnVRGE, 
HILDELITHA and ULFHILD, by wch tee saints, the 24 
faithfull blynde rns were cured, but euerie one by diue se 
of them. This monasterie is knowne to be the treasure as 
it were of so many saintes, that. many times the heauens 
haue apared open ouer it, to declare before-hand, what 28 
glorie the bodies there shotfld in time possesse, by shewing 
1he claritie and brightnes of the soules then presentHo 
reining in heauen. Moreouer in the time when SY EDUONV 
the king of the East Angles was martyred, was this helle 32 
familie, the daughters with their mother or Abbesse, all 
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bnrnt by the Danes, the virgin mother comforting and 
encouraging her fellow virgins, in the midst of the lames 
and moulteu leadd running on them, const.ntlle to expect 
at once. 
4 by short patience, the palme and crowne both of virginitie 
and martyrdome presentlie to ensue. ] 

The l;.fe of ,.I Cuth,urge Qeene and |3rglu : aboute 
the yeare : 690. ] 

8 (.,ll|ll'{ daughter vnto KENItEDE of the bloud royall 
of Westsaxons, from her yong yeares soughte to please 
Christ : At the fame of whose vertue and beautie, many 
kings and nobles were inflamed with her loue: but she 
12 delighting in the spirituall embracings and loue of Chri.-t 
auoided the sight of men. otwithstanding ALFaI king 
of ]qoanvmv.]s sent Embassadours to her brother king 
IsAs, requesting her to wife ; her brother proposed to her 
16 king ALFRIDES request, to which the holie virgin answered 
and sayd. 'My Lord and good.brother Isis, if I may be 
permitted to lyue to my owne lyking, I will neuer marie 
mortall man, but adhere to Christ alone : but if I be corn- 
20 pelled, I can not resist your power: yet I trust in my 
Lord, that allthoughe I be deliuered to a man, Christ will 
deliuer his spouse and preserue her vndefiled.' For all 
that, she was betrothed to king LFRIDE and married, 
24 and when she was come to her wedding bed chamber 
conuerting her self with her whole hart to her Lorde, she 
prayed saying. ' O my Lord thou knowest that I haue 
chosen thee onelie for my loue and husband, to thee haue 
28 I vowed my self from my youth, thee haue I liked aboue 
all things ; Wherefore sweete Lord keepo safe that which is 
thine : defend thy _portion and vouchsafe me to be rearmed 
thy spouse; powre into the harte of my earthlie husband 
32 thy good spirite, whereby he may despise the allurements 
of the flesh and world, and assent vnto me, in this purpose 
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of chastltie' : And when she was alone with the king in 
his chamber, she talketh to him in this manner. ' My Lord 
and my king, I beseeche thee doe not despise the godlie 
counsell of thy handmayd. This world passeth away, and 4 
all the delightes and desires thereof, why then should we 
loue that which shall vanish away so cleane and quicklie, 
as if it had not beene. And whereas they that sowe in 
flesh shall reupe onelie corruption, but they that sow in 8 
spirit, thall real,e incorruption and eternall life, therefore 
let vs liue in chatitie of bodie and puritie of hart, that 
contemning vile pleasure and momentaneous delighte, we 
may receyue in heauen vnmeasurable and vndecayable 12 
ioyes.' The king being delighted with the wise discourse 
of his spouse, and smelling thereby that she had purposed 
to line a perpetuall virgin, willinglie assented vnto her, 
yieldin her free power to serue Christ alone. Wherefore 16 
building herself a monasterie at WuaE, in the honour 
of the B: Virgin, there with other virgins did she serue 
God in lastings and prayers, giuing no rest to her bodie, 
and humble and meeke to all. And at last knowing her 20 
death to be at hand she called her si-ters aboute her, 
gluing them wholsome admonitions and counsell : aduising 
them to be myndefull of their calling, and to walke warilie, 
redeeming the time for that the dayes are euill: She 24 
e-xhorteth them to consider the deceits of the worlde, 
which they had forsaken, and not in hart to retourne 
backe againe into JEoPT, but with all custodie and watch- 
fullnes to keepe their hartes rnoste studiouslie to please 28 
Christ in all things, to vhome they had consecrated 
themselues, that so they might deserue to be loued againe 
of him and crowned : And after that she had receiued her 
holie Vcu or voiage foode the last of August, she 2 
departed this life to enioye her beloued Lord d Sauiour 
IFus : / 



Abbesse of the :Nonnerie, who refusing to rccciue her, 
after a few dayes sent her home to her maister and 
mistresse perfectlie sounde. But as soone as she was 
 come home, her olde disease latelie cured eized on her 
againe, in such vehement manner that she was forced to be 
sent backe to the monastcrie, where presentlie she was 
healed of her griefe, but her rauennous hunger remayned : 
8 Wherefore she being much ashamed, opened onto the sister, 
that had charge of such matters of the house named 
TIIEILTILD, her disease. She pittying her afflicted case, 
obtayned of one Ivvus a :Priest, a peece of belie bread, 
12 which she gaue her to eate: wMch as soone as she had 
tasted, she perceiued her rauening so sensiblie to vanish 
away, that for the space of allmoste halfe a yeare, she 
could eate nothing but a litle cheese, nor drinke but a 
16 litle milke : Afterward all desire of foode was so whollie 
extinguished in her, that if she had taken any foode, she 
must forthwith vomite it vp againe. All admired here.t, 
and iustlie suspected some fraude lurking : in so much that 
20 they forced her to feede after the manner of others. She 
thereuppon that she might not seeme to contemne others or 
preferr herself, tooke some of the smallest sorte of sider : 
but presentlie she cast it vp at her eyes and nostrills with 
21 such violence that she was bereft of her sight, and made 
starke-blinde. This strange case being brought to the 
Bishops eares, he as others had donne before, suspected 
leste she were deluded by some cunning of the subtill 
2 diuell, and that by some secret conueyance, she had meate 
putt into her. Wherefore by the aduice of his friends, he 
committed her to the custodie of a moste religious lriest, 
willing him to watch her moste dilligentlie, whether she by 
o'2 any guile had deceiued others : but after carefull triall, she 
was found to vse no fraude, for whole three yeares together, 
without any meate or drinke taken, she did her taske and 
worke as the other sisters ; and 8s often as she receiued the 
"heauenlie bread of life, she ws presentlie molested with 



8 MODWEI. 
The murdering theeues vnderstunding their purpose, deter- 
myned among themselues to take them, euerie one, one : 
and the captaine or cheefe of these fellowes, was called 
4 GLVLACH. The virgin perceyuing their intent prayed 
forthwith to our Lord for ayd ; when lo all those theeues 
fell asleepe, wherein they continued fiom Thursday vntill 
Satersday, in which deepe sleepe the Captair.e GLUNELACI:[ 
8 his soule was taken out of his bodie, and carried where 
he behelde the terrible torments f the damned and the 
wonderfull rewardes of the Iust. Then awaking he falleth 
prostrate at the virns feete, asking pardon of his faulte, 
12 nd crauing help at her helle handes, withall beseecheth 
her to instruct him in the faith, and how to saue his soule : 
which she did : by whose example his sonne named ALFI 
did the like. so that they were both baptized, and after- 
16 ward proceeding in vertue, became both bishops and finished 
their liues retie religiouslie. There was at that time  
religious tishop called CUEUI, who for loue of more quiet 
and free attending on heauenlie contemplation, had for- 
20 saken his ishopricke, and had now lyued seuen yeares 
solitarie in the wildernes. This man did the diuell vehe- 
mentlie incense against the helle virgin ; for that some 
tymes she had promised GLC.LACH the forenamed theefe, 
24 as worthie a reward and palace in heauen, as he had seeno 
in his trance prepared for this Bishop CaEUI : which the 
Enemie relating onto Bishop CgEW, added withall. ' In 
vaine doest thou thus afflict thy self with fasting and other 
28 like austerities, if so notorious . theefe and homicide, is to 
be made thy equall in heauen, as IODWENE hath promised 
him. Vherefore better shall it be for thee henceforth to 
leaue of this rigour, and with more ease to be content, 
o with that mhich is ordayned, and which may with lcsse 
labour be compassed, seing so notable a malefactor shall be 
thy equall.' When ClzFcI had vnderstood thus much, he 
leaueth the desert, and arming himself and others, which 
6 he had associtted with him, he comes to the virgin in 
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him, in ntrimonie. She being thus in danger to be putt 
from her chaste purpose, with feruent prayer recommended 
her holie desires vnto her heauen]ie husband, beseechin 
lfim to preserue her vndefiled from roans companie. And 4 
after that she had many dayes kept her el from her 
husbands bed by diuerse pretenses, at length the Prince 
being now rnynded to enioy her more freelie, lo a speodie 
messenger commeth to him, telling how a goodlie harte or 
stagge, passed along before his gate. At. which newes he 
presentlie in all has. pursueth after in chace. That while 
the Queene s,ifieth her purpose to the Bishops and 
l,eligious persons thereaboutes of the Estsaxons 
uppon they came with speode, aud gluing her the religious 
weede and vironali veile they coLcrated her a -onne. 
The king retourning home, and seeing her in religious 
attire, and perceyuing her to haue made her vow to All- 16 
mightie god, waxed ad and sorrowfull, .vet would not in 
any wise molest her therefore. Afterward a mon-sterie 
being built her, and many virgins ssociating her in that 
holie profession, she gouerned them in greate vertue and 20 
godlines, vntill the Danish Pirates an-iued at Cmcm, where 
the monasterie was. Who apprehending OSXTH, with the 
rest commanded her to denie her faith. But she nothing 
terrified with threates, refused vtterlie euer to do 
Wherefore by the Captaine of those theeues she was eno 
tenced to lose her head ; which was donne about the yeare 
of our Lord : 883 : T'hen her head was cutt of, she is ayd 
to haue taken it vp, and to haue carried it to the Church 0 
of S: PLTER and P-LE, three miles of. Yet by her parents 
meaner, she was buried at ..ILSBIRIE in a Cnurch there Coy 
which it may be coniectured, that they dwelt thereaboute) 
and after her death he was glorifiod by god, -ith many 32 
miracles. / 
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TIIE LIFE OF 8 EDITII. 
her one dy with a miracle. For going in tyme of martins, 
to reade a lesson or some such thing, with the light in her 
hand, the candle by happe going oute, such brightnes 
isued from the fingers of her right hand, that all aboute 4 
were able to reade by it. At which strange euent she 
became in greate veneration with the other sisters, so that 
after the decease of the Ladle Abbesses ]IERWEN and EL- 
WI.E, she was chosen gouernesse of the house. Who can 8 
recounte what plentie of teares she shodd i for her owne 
sinnes and the necessities of gods church? Who can 
recorde the aboundance of her almes deeds ? Vhereas 
flm her first Nouiceship, what she could spare from her 12 
owne bellie by fasting, that would she bestow priuilie on the 
poore, and pilgrimes. Ioreouer when by her exceeding 
bountie and large releefe of the needle, her houses welth, 
and corers were greatlie emptied and exhaust, in so much 16 
that the Prouost or officer of the reuenewes did checke her 
sharplie for exceeding lauishnes, with many teares she made 
her mone to her supreme Lorde, crauing his helpe, whereat 
the emptie chests were againe filled as before, by Gods 20 
gracious recompence and approbation of her beneficence. 
Her wisedome was no lesse than her charitie, whereby she 
resisted, and putt to silence a calumniating Countie 1 thereby, 
who with false fictions and fayned faults framed against 24 
her, laboured to harme her, but indeed shamed himself. 
After that she had by long well dooing fraighted and re- 
plenished her self with vertuous treasure and celestial1 
riches, withall she sayled safelie out of this worlde, and 28 
happilie arriued at the heaueuly porte, about the yeare 
of our Redemption 950. / 

T life of S .Edith, Virgin a Abbesse : 980 : / 
,|| EDGAR in his youthlie heate enamoured with the 32 
beautie of a yong maiden that was veiled in a religious 
house, named "WLFam, with some violence tooke his 
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being nothing moued with any thing he could doe, he dealt 
with the virgins Aunte a Ladle named VE.FLEV], xsho 
dwe:t at WnWELL, to do her cndeuour to entice her to 
cme thither, where he might be bolde to catche her and 4 
stay her. The Aunto in hope to aduance her lXeece to be 
Qucene was as readie to worke in this busines, as the king 
to require her. Wherenppon she feyneth herself retie 
sicke, and in danger of death; which donne she certifieth 8 
the helle virgin of her case, requiring her to come with all 
speede to see her before she should leaue the worlde, for 
that she also purposed, to make her heire of all that god 
had lent her. The simple lamb fearing no fraude, came 12 
confidentlie to the olde foxe her Aunte, where aa-iuing she 
found the king EVGAa present, farre beyond her exlectation 
and desire. Who reioycing to see her whome he so loued, 
wooed her afresh to consent to be his wife, promising her 16 
riches in all aboundance, honour of the highest de-ee, as 
that he would make her Queene and Ladle of all England, 
beside other delightes hat a lrince could procure for his 
best beloued. And be.-ides this, leste she should escale 20 
out of his handes, being now in holde, he appointed watch- 
men about the house, to see that in no wise she might 
depart withoute his leaue. Aboue promises in presence, 
he feasted her roiallie, and at the banker he placed her by 24 
his owne side : but her hart being full of better loues, litle 
lyked those prefers, and seeing herself so circumuented and 
enuironed, could make no meate go downe for sorrowe. 
tier hart was absent, and wished her bodie not there 28 
preent, which for all the watche she with gods helpe 
thonght to attempt. 'herefore by a ecret hole vnder 
grounde she gott away and came to her monasterie at 
WLO. The -king vnderstanding of her flight followed ,2 
after, and comming to the Abbie requested to speake with 
her, but she would none, refusing any communication, 
hauing beene so latelie deceiued by fayned speache. The 
king not so contented, sett some to watche when she 6 
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her when she slept, to keepe her from the grounde, and 
her head would she lay euen with her bodie on the plaino 
withouto pillow or any like supporting staye. She would 
4 not eate or drinke, but kneeling on her bare knees, which 
were verie hard by much vse, and so did she pray and that 
verie long.[ In her deuotions and prayer she would often 
be so bstraeted and taken from her senses, that she did 
8 neither heare thunder nor see lightening then being. 
AL.XV.g her brother remayned vnknowno vnto his 
death, when his Irior o his obedience willing him to 
declare what he was, he confessed himself brother to 
12 blessed IICWILVE of ALAPIO, and eonne to the king of 
Seotts. His glorio and worth god testified after his 
death in this manner. A moncke of his monasterie, that 
had  sore vleer in his brest, and now growne to a fistula, 
16 came to Alexanders oombe before deceased and there 
prayed, tie thus praying brother Alexander appeared 
vnto him more bright than the sunne, carrying two 
erownes, one on his head, the other in his handes. Thereat 
20 the moneke admiring ooke hart, and demanded what that 
double erowno meant. He answered, ' The erowne in my 
handes, is for the temporall erowne which I forsooke for 
Christs loue, the other on my head, is that which I haue 
24 reeeyued common with other Saintes, and that you may be 
more assured of the veritie of this vision, ceording to 
your faith shall you be now cured of your infirmitie, which 
doeth vexe you.' ttolio IIECWIL his sister, was descried 
28 what and whence she was by eertaine souldiours (who had 
scene her in Scotland) nine yeares before she die& W-here- 
uppon she presentlie had fledd thence, bicauso she desired 
to be vnknowne in this life, to be better knowne in the 
32 next, but the people where she dwelt, would in no wive 
permitte her to depart. She was glorified by God with 
miracles manifoldelie bothe lyuing and dead.' ] 
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did teache and instruct her in a faithfull house, a good 
member of thy Churche. Iqeither did she so much com- 
mend the diligence of her mother in bringing her vp, as 
4 the care and industrie of a certaine olde woman thy 
seruant, who had sometime carried her father in her 
armes, as vsuallie biggo wenches are wonte to beare 
children aboute the house. For which cause, as also fox" 
8 her o]de age, but peciallie for her excellent good con- 
ditions and manners in a christian house, she was honoured 
of the maisters thereof. Wherefore she had the charge of 
her maisters daughters to teache and gouerne them ; which 
12 she performed diligentlie, for she was (when neede required) 
throughe holie seueritie vehement in correcting them, and 
sober and prudent to instruct and teache them. For besides 
those howres, when they fedd at their parents table, which 
16 also was verie moderate, she permitted them not to drinke, 
no not water, allthoughe they had beene verie thirstie, 
thereby bewaring to breede an ill custome, and adding 
withall wholsome exhortation, saying: 'You now drinke 
20 water, bicause you haue not wine in your power, but when 
you shall haue husbands, and be mistresses of pantrie and 
buttrie, water will be then vile vnto you, but the custome 
of drinking will preuaile, and continue' : With this reason 
24 of persuasion and authoritie of commanding, did she bridle 
the greedinesse of yong yeares, and framed the thirstines 
of the maydes to an honest fashion, so that at length they 
desired not that which was not decent, lqotwithstanding 
28 there crept on her, as she thy seruant tolde me her sonne, 
there stole vpon her, loue of wine: For where-as she was 
assigned vsuallie by her parents, to draw the wine, being 
reputed by them a sober and abstinent mayden, at first she 
32 began to sippe onelie of the port wherewith she filled the 
flagon, sense not abyding much after her good custome of 
abstinence aforesayd, and she dooing so not of dronken 
desire, but of youthes superfluous excesse, which boileth 
36 with wanton motions, and is wont to be repressed with the 
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the face of the earth. And soaring higher by thinking 
and talking of thee, and admiring thy workes, we come 
to consider the excelleng nature of our myndes, which yeg 
leauing beneathe vs, we passed farther, hoping to attayne 4 
to the region of indeficient aboundance, where thou feedesg 
ISRAEL with the foode of truthe for euer, and where wise- 
dome is life, by which wisedome all these things were 
made, and all thag hath beene or shallbe, ig self not being 8 
made, but still remayning as it was, and so euer shall be, or 
rather wanting ' was ' or ' shallbe,' hath onetie ' is' ; bicause 
it is eternall : for ' was,' and' shallbe ' re not eternall. And 
while we thus common and gape hereat, we did touch it 12 
a title, with the whole force of our hart, and sighed and 
left the first fruites of our spirite there tyed, and retourned 
to the noyse of our mouthe, talking againe with wordes 
which haue beginning and end: and what is like to thy 16 
worde, O Lord, allway lasting withoug oldenes, and 
renewing all things. Ve sayed therefore, if the tumulg 
or trouble of flesh musg be sileng (before any), let likewise 
the fansies or representations of earth, water, and ayer be 20 
silent ; yea the Poles, and the sottle it self leg ig be hushe : 
Iut ascending beyond ig self hOg thinking of it self, leg 
dreames moreouer, and imaginarie reuelations, euerie 
tongue and signe, and whatsoeuer is made (by any inno- 24 
uation or mutation) be silent : for if you listen what they 
say, you shall heare them speake thus, all these things ; 
' We made not our selues, but he made vs, who abideth one, 
eternallie :' This being spoken, if more they dare hog, but 28 
ar silent, for thag they haue erected their eare to heare 
him speake onetie that made them ; and if he speake alone, 
hog by them his creatures, but by himself, to the end we 
may heare his worde, not by a carnall tongue, nor by the 32 
voice of an Angell, neither by the sounde of a eloude, 
neither by the obscure signification of a similitude, bug 
by himself whome we loue in these, leg vs then heare him 
withoug these, as we now extend our selues: and with 6 
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at him with a sterne countenance, for that in mynde 
he tasted such things, she forthwith tourneth her eye 
to me and sayeth,' See what he sayeth': And then to vs 
bothe,'Lay this bodie (sayeth she)wheresoeuer you list: 4 
let no care thereof troble you, onelie this I request of you, 
That at the Altar of our Lord, wheresoeuer you be, you 
doe remember me :' Which when she had sayd the best she 
cou]de, she was silent and the disease increasing, she was 8 
nore exercised. And I considering thy gifts my god 
inuisible, which thou puttest into the harts of thy faithull, 
and whence proceede admirable fruites, reioyccd thereat, 
and gaue thankes vnto thee, remembering what before I 12 
knew of her, to weete, with what care she allwayes desired, 
to be buried by her husband, for which cause she had 
prouided and prepared her sepulcher there: For hauing 
lyued with him verie peaccablie and quietlie, her will and 16 
desire was (such is the nynde of man lesse capable of diuine 
things) to haue this addition to her felicitie, and to be 
remembered of men, that it might be granted her after her 
pi]gTimage ouer the sea, both bodies of her self and her 20 
deere husband to be interred together. But when this 
innitie or vanitie first began to lcaue her harte, 
throughe the grcatnes of thy bountie, I knew not : yet now 
reioyced I and admired that she was thus disposed; althoughe 2 
in that spoache of hers with me at the window, when she 
syd, ' what doe I heere in this worlde,' she seemed not to 
desire that her olde whe, to dye in her contrie. I heard 
also afterward, how that she being at OSTI, with certayne 28 
of my friends, I being absent, of her motherlie confidence 
one day discoursed of the contempt of this life, and of the 
ccmmoditie of death. hereat they admhg the vertue 
of the woman which thou hadst giuen her, and asking her 32 
if she were not afeard, to leaue her bodie so farre from her 
Contrie  'l'othing (sayeth she) is farre from god, neither 
may I instlie fcare, but that he  knowe what is myne 
at the later day to raise it to life.' / 36 
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roome by, with those that remayned with me, did dispute 
and discourse of such things as I thought fitt for the time : 
and with that foode of truthe did I mitigate my griefe 
onelle knowne to thee, when others did attentiuelle listen 4 
to me, and litle thought what I felt ; yea imagined me to 
haue no feeling of griefe : but I in thy hearing, where no 
man was, did reprooue my ouersoft hart, and did bridle the 
headines of my sorrowe, which yielded a litle, but breaking 8 
out afreshe, althoughe not into teares or change of counte- 
nance, I knew well what I repressed within my hart : And 
bicause it greeued me much that humane affections were 
so potent within me, which notwithstanding by course, 12 
order and debt of our condition must needes happen, with 
one griefe did I grieue at the other, and so with double 
affliction was it wasted. ] Vhen the bodie was caried forth, 
we gee with it, and retourne thence without teares, neither 16 
in those prayers which we pewred forth vnto thee, when 
the SkCRIFICE of our price was offered for her, The bodie 
standing by the sepulcher, before it was buried, as the 
fashion is there, in all this did I not weepe, but all the day 20 
was I within full of sorrowe, and with troubled mynde did I 
beseeche thee, as I was able, that thou wouldest heale my 
griefe, which thou diddest not, for that cause, I thinke 
better to commend to my memorie by this document, the 24 
band of generall custome, albeit somewhat repugning to 
our mynde, which is fedd now not with deeeyuing wordes. 
I also thought it conuenient for me to gee wash my self in 
the bathes, for that the Greekes terme is flakavc;ov, for that 28 
it repelleth anxietie of mynde: And I confesse vnto thy 
mercie, O Father of Orphans, that I washed my self ; yet 
remayned I all one, as before, for I could not sweate out 
from my hart that bitternes of sorrow. Afterward I 32 
slept, and awaking thence, I felt my griefe much aswaged, 
and being in my bed alone, I remembered the true teaching 
verses of thy seruant ABOS, saying, Thou God 
mawr of all, and ruler of tle lole, Claddbg t] day with 6 
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this commeth the Prefects sonne (that had beene author of 
all this mischeefe) with his youthfull companions, thinking 
now to insulte on the Poore mayde and to take his lasciuious 
4 pleasure on her, to her despite and shame. First his com- 
panions with rage and filthie crueltie entering in to her, 
they retourne oute with greate reuerence and admiration, 
which he reputing and exprobating to be impotencie of 
8 spirite, iudged them vaine, whiteliuered and wretched 
fellowes : and deriding them rusheth rashlie into the place, 
where the virgin did pray, and beholding so greate a lghte 
aboute her, did not for all that doe honour to god ; but 
12 pressing presumptuouslie to passe throughe the light to her, 
before he could touch her with his hand, he fell flatte on his 
fce, and being choked by the diuell dyed in the place. ] His 
companions seeing him stay so long, imagined him to be 
16 busie in his filthie workes, wherefore one that was moste 
familiar with him, entering in to congratulate his scorne- 
full insultation} and abusing of her, spying him to be dead, 
crieth out with a loude voice and sayd. ' O yee pittifull 
20 Romanes helpe ; this harlot with witchcraft hath slayne 
the gouerners sonne ;' forthwith flocketh together the 
people into the Theater, and ths furious meynie make 
sondrle exclamations : Some that she was a witche ; Others 
24 that she was innocent ; Others that she was guiltie of sacri- 
ledge. The Prefect himself hearing his sonne was slayne, 
runneth with gTeate tumult to the Theater: and entering 
into the place where his childe lay dead, with a loude crie 
28 sayd ; ' O moste cruell woman of all women, was there none 
but my sonne, on whome thou couldest make shew of thine 
art ' "Vhich wordes he repeating often, and others moe, 
and earnestlie asking of her the cause of his death, ho]ie 
32 AGNES sayth vnto him: 'He whose will he would haue 
wroughte (that is the diuell) he hath receiued power from 
God vpon him : For why are all the rest safe that entered 
hither besides him: but bicause they all gaue honour to 
36 God, who sent his Angell, who hath clothed me with this 
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with these virgins, and am vnited with him in heauen, 
whome liuing I loued with all my harte' : and this being 
sayd, she goeth on againe. This vision was daylie diuu]ged 
4 in lub]icke, by those that had seene it ; whereupon it came 
to passe, that after some yeares, this action came to the 
eares of COSTATA, daughter to CONSTANTinE, related by 
the parties who had seene it. This CO.STANTL queene, 
8 was a moste prudent virgin yet so besett with woundes (of 
leprosie as it appeareth) that from the crowne of her head 
to the soale of her foote, no part was sounde. She con- 
ceyuing hope of recouering her health, vpon counsel] taken 
12 commeth to the Selm]cher of the martyr in the nighte ; 
and albeit yet a Pagane, yet somewhat beleeuing, and of 
good mynde or meaning made her faithfull lrayers there. 
The which while she was doing, she of a sodaine is ouer- 
16 taken with a sweete sleepe, where in a vision she beholdeth 
holie Ac'Es speaking in this wise; ' doe constantlie 
COSTAT, and beleeue my Lord Jesus Christ to be the 
sonne of God, and thy Sauiour, by whome thou shalt now 
20 obtayne perfect ctwe of all thy woundes in thy bodie.' ] 
At this voice COs'rAT awaketh so whole, that no signe 
of hurte did remayne. Petourning then to the palace so 
sounde, she bringeth greate gladnes to her father and 
24 brothers Emperours. All the Cittie is crowned with ioye 
and triumphe, souldiors and others, all that heard this effect 
exulted: Gentilitie was confounded, and our Lords faith 
did reioyce. This donne she beseecheth her father and 
28 brothers Emperours, that there may a Church be built to 
S AGNES, and a sepulcher to herself there-by. This 
opinion runneth aboute to all, and whosoeuer beleeuing 
came thither to her Sepulcher, they were cured of their 
32 diseases whatsoeuer: which no man doubteth but that 
Christ worketh to this day. CONSTNC. the Emperours 
daughter continued after in virginitie, by whome many 
other virgins of the meane sort and of the loble, yea and 
36 of the moste excellent and renowned, tooke the holie veile. 
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THE LIFE OF S GORGONIA BY 
despise the veile and couer of your shamefastnes : lonc did 
refraine and keepe her eyes like her ; none did more despise 
laughing ; who thought it ouermuch almoste to smile : Vho 
did sett greater guards on her eares, not to listen euill 4 
matters, and who had them more open to all godlie talke  
yea who with more Judgement gouerned her tongue to speake 
gods Justifications, and to sett order and moderation in her 
wordes I And to add this more to her praise, albeit she 8 
esteemed it litIe, as other modest and well manered women 
doe likewise, yet is it vsuall throughe the faulte of such 
women, as are to immoderate in trimming and decking 
themseIues, nor by any speache or teaching will be corrected, 12 
whereby her commendation herein is the greater; she 
trimmed herself with no goldesmiths art, wrought for 
brauerie ; no yellow haire or flaxen lockes, or friselled 
tuffes, bolTowed to deceiue and foullie shadowing an honest 16 
head, came on her ; there was not to be seene on her fiche 
garments, so Iose as that they would file aboute and open, 
nor so thinne as that you might see throughe ; no glittering 
of precious stones, altering the ayre and bodies aboute with 20 
their braue colour, no art or counterfetting of paynters, no 
vile beautie bought with small price, which earthlie work- 
man frameth, and with false colours hideth gods worke ; 
more disgracing it thereby than gracing and adorning it, so 2  
proposing gods frame to wanton and shameles eyes, vnder 
an harlots shape, and withdrawing the naturall image kept 
for god and the next worlde, by fayned and forged 
fayrenes. But she albeit she knew many and diuerse 28 
dresses for women, yet accounted she of none like her 
inward ornament of manners. That ruddines onelie liked 
her, which shamefastnes and bashfullnes produced : that 
whitenes onelie pleased her, which was caused by absti- 32 
nence ; for as for paynted face, or colouring of eyes, and 
such like brickle brauerie, she left them to women that play 
or follow the stages, keepe common and open companie, who 
thinke it a shame to blushe. ] 36 
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scare and habitation in heauen ; heaping vp to their children, 
an aboundant and rich patrimonie, the glorie of the life to 
come. And she wa not onelie giuen to her husband by 0rat." fu,eb: 
t at, [Cap. 
4 God to be a helper, but which is more to her praise and 
admiration, to be captaine and leader to all goodnes, by 
life and speeche and excellent example. And albeit in other 
things accordg to the lawes of matrimoie, she thought it 
8 best to obey her husband, yet she feared not for faith and 
godlnes to professe her self maister : which act of hers how- 
beit it is greatelie to be commended, yet more admirable is 
his praise in that he so willinglie yielded. For she is such 
12 a one, as whore other women glorie and vaunt of their 
naturall or artificiM1 beautie, she contrariwise made reckon- 
ing of that beautie onelie which consisteth in the adorning 
of her sou]e, and in preseruing and purging of Gods image 
16 there with all diligence : and that onelie did she vouchsafe 
of the name of beautie, for other paynting and trimming 
by art, she repelled it from her, and left it to women, that 
delight to be at playes and shewes, to see and to be scene. 
20 Also she reputed true nobilitie to be in vertue and godlines, Her 
esteemed 
and in knowing whence we came and whither we tend. nobilitie. 
She accounted these the safe and inuiolable riches, to powre Her 
accounted 
these eartlxIie things oute Vln God and the poore, and such ches. 
24 poore kinsfolke especlallie, as by misfortune had decayed, 
and fallen into penurie: For to bestow on them onelie 
necessaries, she thought it rather a renewing of their 
miseries, than an ease and lightening of their burden : but 
28 liberallie and with large benignitie to comfort them, and 
embrace them, that sayd she was honorable and full of 
solace. ow where other women, some attend to augment 
and amplifie their houses and housholde commodities, others 
32 glue themselues to pietie and holines onelie, for that it is 
hard to doe bothe, she for both praises surpassed other 
women, performing bothe moste excellentlie. For so 
industrious and good a houswife ws she, acording to the 
36 lawes which Salomon prescribeth to such a stoute and 
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accompanied with eruell hunger. Thus was she many 
dayes vexed, and could finde no remedie : how then did 
God nourish her and feede her ] not with ]Ianna rayned 
4 from heauen as he fedd the Israelites, nor by bred sent by 
a rauen, as he fedd ELIAS: how then  Forsooth she 
thought she saw me, whome she loued moste dearelie, on a 
sodaine to come to her in the nighte, with a baskett full of 
8 white bred, and loues, blessed and signed with the Crosse 
by me, and that I fedd her therewith, and that therewith 
she was made whole : and indeede so came it to passe, as 
her nights vision shewed her, for therewith she recouered. ] 
12 One other miracle will I add, which was common to them An 
miracle. 
bothe. Vhen I sailed from ALEXAnDRiA into Greece, by [cav. 
the guffe of PAPLA retourning from my studies, the 
time of yeare was then verie vnseasonable, albeit my mynde 
16 was then to take my iournie. After I with others had 
sailed a while, so cruell a tempest ouertooke vs, as the 
passengers with me had hardlie remembered the like. And 
all thereat fearing death, I was far more afeard of the 
20 death of my soule, for I wretch was then in perfll to dye, 
vithout the renouation of baptisme : wherefore I wished 
for that spirltuall water, amidst those raging waters of the 
sea threatening present destruction. Thereupon I cried out 
24 vnto God, begged and besought of hm a litle space of time 
to obtayne that benefit ; the others with me cried a|so for 
me, albeit they were in common danger of corporall death, 
and that did they more hartily than many a familiar or 
28 neere friend would haue doone: For these men were of 
greate benignitie and humane kindenes, by lerflls hauing 
learnt to be moued with compassion at ohers calamities. 
u this distresse of mine and ghostlie danger, my parents 
32 by vision in the nght, were made acquaynted therewith, 
hcll,e. 
and succoured me, they comming from the land, bringing 
helpe with them, and by their prayers (as it were) inchant- 
ing the raging wanes, as after by computation of the time 
36 I vnderstood comming home to them: Which also a wholsomo 
g2 
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THE LIFE OF S IACRINA VIRGIN 
borne into this worlde: For of such vertue was our 
mother, that she gouerned her self in all things by the 
counsel[ of God, and so much loued pure and chaste life, 
that she was maied in a manner against her will : For 4 
both her parents being taken hence in the floure of her 
youth, and the fame of her beautie drawing many to de- 
sire her to wife, if she had not matched herself to some 
one, there was greate danger, leste some violence might 8 
haue boone offered her: She thereforo coupling herself 
with a graue and renowned man, had this virgin for her 
first childo: But her time of childe-blrth being at hand, 
one day being oppressed with sleepe, she seemed to her 12 
self to carrie in her armes, this virgin which then she had 
in her bellie, and a glorious person standing by excelling 
mans countenance in beautie, called the infant THECLA, 
which is the name of ttmt famous virgin and martyr, 16 
moste renowned amongst all Christians: And when that 
worthie person had thrice sayd, her name was THECLA, he 
vanished awaye. Her mother therewith awaking, was also 
withall soone delinered of her, and that with greate ease. 20 
This name seemeth to me to haue boone giuen her, rather 
to signifie that she should be like her in vertue, and pro- 
fession, than to giue her her name in the worlde. This 
childe was brought vp, and thereto had her proper nurse, 24 
notwithstanding was allmoste euer fedd, with her mothers 
handcs. She growing beyond infants age, was verie in- 
genious and wittie to learne, whatsoeuer belonged to her 
yeares: her mother was verie carefull to haue her well 28 
instructed, but would not permitt her to learne Poets, 
and such authors as vsuallie children are taughte: For she 
thought it vnseemelie, yea filthie to haue a yong mayd de- 
filed with the discourses of furious tragedies, or wanton 32 
comedies, or like argtunent or like vaine Authors. WThere- 
fore she caused some choice partes of holie scriptures, as 
cf the wisedome of Salomon, and such like, which 
formeth to vcrtue an,] good life, to be readd vnto her. 36 



S GREGORIE OF IYSSA HER BROTHER. 
fore such was their order of life, so excellent for deuotion, 
grauitie and discipline, as can not be expressed with wordes. 
For like as soules losed from the bands and troubles of 
4 their bodies, and freed from the lrison of this life, so was 
their life free from all the vanitie of humane things, next 
aplroching to the life of ngells. No ire, no enuie, no 
hatred, no suspicions could be seene amongst them. All 
8 desire of honour, glorie, and of like vaine things, all pride 
and highe lookes, with the residue of such vices, were farre 
from that llace. Their deliciousnes was abstinence, their 
glorie not to be knowne, their riches to possesse nothing, 
12 and to despise earthlie wealth as dust which we shake from 
our clothes and bodies. All studie they thought vaine, 
which was employed on the care of this life : onelie did the 
zeale of heuenlie things flourish in that place, perletuall 
16 exercise of lrayer and contemplation, dtylie singing of 
Psalmes, which neuer ceased day  nor nighte, their lahore- 
and rest consisting therein. Vhat sleach then can dulie 
commend this come of life These virgins liues was 
20 mixed of humane and heauenlie natm'e, partaking of bothe, 
and neere to bothe. For as they were free from humane 
perturbations, so it surpassed the condition of men ; but 
as it was exercised in the bodie, and conteyned in mans 
24 shape, and vsed the instruments of corlorall senses, so it 
was inferiour to spirituall and Angelicall natm-e. et 
some perhaps will dare aflrne their life not to be inferiour 
to Angells, seeing they liuing with flesh, like onto the 
28 Potestates who want bodies, are not el)pressed with the 
burden of their bodie, but eleuating their spirits, conuerse 
in sou]e and behauiour with those celestiall lowres./ They 
had not ]yued a small time in this kinde of lrofession, when 
32 by daylie accesse of vertuous acres, growing in the ]oue and 
taste of God, they approched to greate cleannes of harte./ 
But a greate helpe for attayning this excellent estate 
had she of her brother PETE who was her mothers last 
36 childe, and no sooner was he borne, but he lost his father 
02 
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hindered of the sighte of each other, I hauivg (by sonde 
troubles and tentations which I endured by being by the 
Princes of the Arrian heresie driuen out of my contrie) 
beene letted from comming to her. For whole eighte 4 
yeares was I in those molestations, so that this while I 
could not obtayne her presence. When I had now trauailed 
a oreate way towards her, and was within one dayes 
iournie of her, a vision which I saw in my sleepe, foreshewed 8 
all that came after to passe, concerning her. For methought 
I caried the reliques of martyrs in my hands, whence 
a light issued, like vnto that which riseth of glusse 
sette against the sunne, wherewith my eyes were dymned. 12 
This sighte had I thrice the same nighte, yet could I not 
coniecture what it mighte signifie. 1 was notwithstanding 
verie carefull with my self to obserue if by the euent, I 
mighte gather the signification. When I approched neere to 16 
the solitarie place where she ledd her Angelicall and heauenlie 
life, I asked of one of my acquaintance, whether my brother 
were there : he answered me that he had gone thence foure 
dayes before to meete me, but taking an other way missed of 20 
me./Then I demanded howthis greate virgin did; who sying, 
sicke : I made more haste the sooner to be with her : for my 
mynde being terrified at that newes, it somewhat foresignified 
what followed. When I came to the place, vpon the fume of 2 
my comming, many were there attending me from places 
aboute, comming thither, as the fashion is, for honours sake 
to meete me: But at the churche the Quire of virgins 
modestlie expected my comming : When ][ had made an end 28 
of my prayer to God, and blessing of the companie, the 
virgins bowing their hels at the blessing, modestlie 
departed to their places all, none abyding with vs ; whence 
I gathered that their head or captaine was not amongst 32 
them. Then a man going before and opening the dore I 
entered into the helle house, where that greate virgin was. 
She was then vehementlie sicke, yet lay not in bed or couch, 
but on the grounde, hauing a table or borde vnder her, with 36 
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THE LIFE OF S IACRINA BY 
precepts, wherewith she taught you all seemelie and honest 
behauiour : That diuine spirite allowed vs one onelie time 
to weepe and shed teares, and that was when we prayed ; 
which now you may performe, changing your lamentation 4 
into singing of psalmes': This sFake I with as highe a 
voice as I coulde, to the end I might drowne the 
sounde of the lamenters. Then did I exhort them to 
withdraw themselues into the next house, reteyning onelie 8 
some few, which were those which she lining most vsed.] 
Amongst which was one a moste noble woman, for 
riches, stocke, beautie, and all other good partes verie 
worthie, and besides for yeares yong. She had beene 12 
maried to a mo-te honest gentleman, but liued with him a 
retie short time. Vherefore being freed from mariage, 
she chose greate MACmNA for the keeper and guider of her 
widdowhood, and with the virgins she much conuersed, to 16 
the end she might learne of them, the perfect manner of 
lyuing vertuouslie : This womans name was VESTA, her 
father was called AtxIeS, and was one of the Senators of 
the highe Councell: To this woman, I sayd: 'I thinke 20 
none will now enuie, if I adorne the dead bodie, and 
clothe her pure and immaculate flesh with more fiche and 
comelie garments.' She answered, ' I thinke, you were best 
first of all to know what was the will of the holie virgin 2 
touching this pointe: for we may not doo any thing 
contrarie to her lyking: for what shall best please God, 
that will be moste pleasing to her.' There was an other, 
who was Prefect or cheefe ouer the Quire of virgins ; her 28 
name was LAMPADIA ; 'she (saith VESTIANA)vndoubtedlie 
knoweth ]IAcmS mynde, touching the pomp of her 
funcrall' : I asking her opinion, for as it fortuned she was 
present at the consultation, she answered, but not withoute 32 
teares, ' This holie virgin prepared her self an ornament, 
by lyuing chastelie and purelie, wherewith she mighte 
adorne both her life and her buriall ; for touching her 
bodies garments and dressing, she recoiued none ]yuing, 36 
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Contrie monte, 45/9 , the money 
of their o'n country. 
Contrie soile, 88/3o , native 
land. 
Contumelie, 145/2, contempt. 
Conuersed, 40/4 , dwelt. 
Conuert, 0.)/25, devote. 
Conuerting, 77/25, subjecting. 
Copie, 200/7, reproduction. 
Corf, the river, 6"2/8. 
Corpora|l, 14/Io, 91/3o , bodily. 
Corporall natinitie, 74/7 , 
natural, bodily birth. 
Corrupt, 33/25, become cor- 
rupt, or decay away. 
Corse, 139/36  corpse dead 
body. 
Corses, 123/x8, bodies. 
Couent, 91/27, convent. 
Coun.aile, 5/22, 7")/25, counsel. 
Counterfctt, 81/2% counterfeit, 
feigned. 
Conntie, 102/23, COlmt a title 
of honour. 
Coupled, 109/16, joined. 
Coyne, 45/io, coin, money. 
Coyned, 213/ 7, coined, counter- 
feited. 
Cradok, son of Alanus, 89/35. 
Craue, 161/ , seek. 
Credible, 113] 8 trustworthy, 
truthful. 
Criers, 214/I7, heralds. 
Crispus, the eldest son of 
Constantine the Great, 31/[ 5. 
Cross, the story of the miracu- 
lous discovery of the 3 .-). et 
seq. 
Cunninglie 57/27, cleverly, 
sweetly. 
Curing. 96/27 healing ; 172,'27, 
remedying. 
Curiousli% 2"2]34, out of curi- 
osity. 
Cuthbert, St., 66/8. 
Cmhburge, St., memoir of, 77 
et seq. 
Cyprian, St., his remarks on 
the dignity of virginity, 11 
et seq. ; 127/9. 
Daatardie, 214127, cowardli- 
ness. 

Dauid, St., 39]7, Bishop of 
Menevia. 
Dauid, son of St. Margaret, 
113]io. 
Daunted, 182]t , discouraged. 
Dealt, 106/I, prevailed. 
Decked, 161127, decorated. 
Deepe, 180/2o, great. 
Defalte, 37/26, nonpayment 
Defiling, .)/I7, deflowering. 
Defyning, 174/3o , affirming, 
declaring. 
Detected, 65/ dejected, over- 
come with grief. 
Deiecteth, 4/5 , curbeth, keepeth 
under control. 
Delectable, 118/ 2, choice. 
Delicate.% 215133, delicacies. 
Dcliuered, 49/8, rendered free 
from; 77/2, surrendered 
given over (as a wife). 
Delphins, 35/2, dolphins, 
monster of the sea. 
Demanded, 184/2, questioned. 
Demanding, 137,'3 o, inquiry. 
Dcmeanure, 18q3. demeanour, 
behaviour ; 6 I/7, maimer of 
living. 
Demetrias, St. Jerome's epistle 
t% 18 et seq. 
Demisd, 14113, relieved. 
Denise, St., the vi.-ion to St. 
Dunstan when consecrating 
the church built in honour 
of, by St. Edith, 103. 
Denne, 34/7, den, cave (the 
place of our Lord's birth). 
Departure, 69/12, death. 
Derham, the monastery at 
79/8. 
Deriued, 170/5I, transmitted. 
Descried, 115127, discovered. 
Desired, 167/, sought after. 
Desired to wife, 39]24, sought 
after in marriage. 
Desolate, 6.)/-"4, deprived. 
Despayer, 7/2, 129/28 de- 
spair. 
Dcspoused, 47/7, 191]5, es- 
poused, promised. 
Detectest 16/27 proverb, 
showeth forth. 
Deuises, 129/, tales, ayings. 
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Infancie, 147/t, childhood, 
inn,,cency. 
Infectious, 55/z7, wicked. 
Infirmed, 91/32 , mude ill or 
weak. 
Infirmitie, 5[13, illness. 
Inflamed, 63/I I, iuspired, ina- 
bued ; 110/I I, inspired, 
prompted. 
Informed, 94/I I, reformed. 
Informeth, 190/35, relateth. 
Ingratefull, 202/7, ungrateful. 
Iniurie, 24/27, abasement. 
I,fiurie, v., 73/9, injure. 
Iniuried, 35/6, injured, op- 
pressed. 
Iniurying, 73/9, injuring. 
Iuquisitiue, 186'4, inquisitive, 
making inquiries. 
Inspired, 33/I, endued, en- 
dowed, imparted the privi- 
lege. 
Instructed, 22/!I, informed, 
made acquainted with. 
Instruments, 121/27, inden- 
tures. 
Insultation, 149/8, instflts. 
Integritie, 15/3o , 16/9, pre- 
servatiort front defilement. 
Intermitting, 199/32 , stopping. 
Intertayned, 30/I I, entertained, 
received as a guest. 
Intertayning, 80/2, entertain- 
ing, making welcome. 
Interteyafing, 21/26, entertain- 
ing, receiving as gue.ts. 
Inthralled, 163/2, in subjection. 
Inthware [Juthware], St., 
memoir of, 79. 
Intire, 11/3o, entire. 
Intollerable, 104/24, not to be 
endured. 
Intreate, 17[25, entreated. 
Intruded, 18/24, obtruded, sug- 
gested. 
Inuade, 53,27, run upon. 
Inuested, 207/36, dressed, pre- 
pared for burial. 
Inuested with, 80/33, received 
the order of. 
Inuiolable, 161/3, no$ to be 
brokcn. 
Inuironed, 47/2o, environed. 

Iocaxnd, 186/36 , gay, joyful, 
eheerflfl. 
Iohn, Bishop, 56/27. 
Irreprehensible, 201/9, not 
reprehensible. 
Isodorus, 22/30 , the religious 
followers of. 
Issue, 51/18, progeny. 
It, 212/9, her. 
Iustina, mother of Valentinian, 
133/33. 
Jerome's epistle to Furia, 28. 
Judith, the widow, short ac- 
count of, 27 et seq. 
$ulitta, martyr, memoir of, 
181 et seq. 
Keepe company againe, 105120, 
resume cohabitation. 
Kenred, King of Mercia, 73/2I. 
Kenredo, of the blood royal of 
the West Saxons, 77/8. 
Key colde, 131]5, cold as a 
key. 
Keyna, St., memoir of, 39 et 
se. 
Keynwire, 39/27 = ' Keya the 
virgin.' 
Kicking, 25/3, rising. 
Kinesburge, St., memoir of, 71 
et seq. 
Kineswide, St., memoir of, l 
et se. 
Kinne, 7/33, 161/o, kinsmen. 
Knew not, 11[6, knew better 
than. 
Knowen, 23/ 7, known ; 134/24, 
knowing. 
Laboured, 51/I 2, 54/23,wrotght 
upon. 
Lamenting, 107/36 , comIlaia- 
ing, bewailing. 
Lampadia, 206/29. 
Lanfrank, St., Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 50/3. 
Lastlie, 75/I 3, at last. 
Later, 138/36, latter, last. 
Laudable, 141/3o,praiseworIhy. 
Laude, 34/4 , 11"2/33, praise 
give than'ks to. 
Lauding, 19/:9, praising. 
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Wulfere, King of Middle Eng- 
land, 54/I8, 59/2I, 58/27. 
Wulfhelme, father of St. Wulf- 
hilde, 105/I5. 
Wulflilde, St., memoir of, 105 
et s. 

Yeare compleate, 68/5, whole 
" year. 
Yearne, 20/5 , yarn. 
Yeares fitt 39123 fit aooe ripe, 
apt. 

Yield, 170/I9, give, make. 
Yield, 64/15, give way. 
Yong, 30/I4, 77/'9, young, 
youthful 
Yonger far, 49/27, much the 
younger. 
Youthfull blouds, 92/2 I, young 
gallants. 

Zammale, 44/34, a place near 
Antwerp. 
Zenobius 132/29. 

FEMALE SAINTS. 



